CHAPTER VTT.

<f. PROHIBITIONS ON ACCOUNT OF RELIGIOUS AND OTHER

CONSIDERATIONS.

1.    JXTEHM. 1 RRLKIE.

a.   BIBLICAL  AND  TALMUPiCAL   GROUND.
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THE Mosaic Law prohibits intermarriage with certain
Oanaanitish nations, seven in number : " Thou shalt not
make marriages with them, thy daughter thou shalt not
give unto his son, and his daughter shalt thou not take
unto thy son." As a motive for this prohibition is added :
" For they will turn away thy son from following me,
to serve other gods." (Deut. vii. 3, 4.)

Actuated by this motive, and at the same time, by the
desire to preserve the purity of the Jewish race, Ezra and
Nehemiah extended the Mosaic prohibition of intermar-
riage so as to include all the pagan nations of the coun-
try, and with great rigor compelled those who had entered
such marriages to separate from their heathenish wives.
(Ezra ix. 1, 2 ; x. 10,11; Nehemiah x. 31; xiii. 23-25.)

In the spirit of Ezra's ordinance, later religious authori-
ties in the time of the Maccabeans and in the time of the
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